#6 Gently Engage Others — “"Restoration”

Peacemaker Ministries = Resolving Conflict Series

I. Recap -The Gospel difference in relationships

II.

1.
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III.

1.

Go to Higher Ground — Glorify God

1 Corinthians 10:31...whatever we do, do it all for the glory of God
Get Real - Get the Log out of My Own Eye

Gently Engaging Others

Galatians 6:1 ....those who are spiritual are to gently restore

Our calling is to assist others to see their sin.

“Do not judge” me is often misused.

Rarely hear people say thank you! - "I want to be Christ-like.”
Goes against American view of independence.

Dietrich Bonhoeffer - Nothing is so cruel as the “tenderness” that consigns
another to his sin.

Nothing can be more compassionate than the rebuke that calls a brother back
from the path of sin.

Going To Gently Engage and Restore (Matthew 18)
Matthew 18:15-20 Page #978

Step One - Go talk face to face in private. 18:15

A. Remember that we see the behavior, not the motive.

B. Attack the sin issue and not the relationship. (PAUSE)
C. Go with humility, gentleness, truth and grace.




D. Stay away from “he said” or "I heard” if possible
~ Qbservation

~ Effect

~ Why wrong and a Godly solution (God's perspective)

E. Often we can go with more questions than assertions.
Give hope in the Gospel.
G. Celebrate repentance and winning back a brother.

n

2. Step Two - Go with others. 18:16

Others can assist when the situation is too heated.
Witnesses are there to observe and ask questions.
Focus on Christ’'s name and our witness to the world.
Bring God'’s Word and prayer into the situation.

Ask and look for brokenness, repentance and faith.
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3. Step Three — Go before the Church

A. Last resort after much pleading and prayer
B. This is God’s way of purifying us.

1 Corinthians 5:1-5 - It /s actually reported that there is immorality among you, and
immorality of such a kind as does not exist even among the Gentiles...

2 You have become arrogant and have not mourned instead, so that the one who had
done this deed would be removed from your midst.

5 deliver such a one to Satan for the destruction of his flesh, so that his spirit may be
saved in the day of the Lord Jesus.

C. Often this step brings real repentance and restoration.
D. The restoration needs to be at least as big as the sin.
E. These three steps always please and honor God.




IV. How to receive Gentle Rebuke

1. Admit where wrong.

Hebrews 12:1 - Therefore, since we have so great a cloud of witnesses
surrounding us, let us also lay aside every encumbrance and the sin which so
easily entangles us, and let us run with endurance the race that is set before us

2. Ask for more.
3. Ask for forgiveness.
4. Accept the consequences.

Hebrews 12:11 - A/l discipline for the moment seems not to be joyful, but
sorrowful; yet to those who have been trained by it, afterwards it yields the
peaceful fruit of righteousness.

5. Ask God to transform you and heal the relationship.

Proverbs 29:23 - A person’s pride will humiliate him, but a humble spirit gains honor.
Faith Sheet

Transformation Verse - So then we pursue the things which make for peace and the
building up of one another. Romans 14:19 (NASB)

Times with the Lord this week - If you have extra time, look up the cross
references with the Transformation Scripture.

#1- Reviewing this Past Sunday

1. Read Galatians 6:1. Why must the Spirit lead us in restoration?
Review the PAUSE acronym. How would this assist you in addressing conflict?
3. Why do we often choose to talk about others than to talk to them?
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# 2- Preparing for Next Sunday
Get Together & Be Reconciled - Peacemaker Ministries
Resolving Conflict Series
Read Matthew 5:23-24. What is important to the Lord?
2. Why do many professing Christians choose not to reconcile even though it hurts
Christ's name?
3. What is the difference between reconciliation and forgiveness?
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RightNow Video Notes
#6 Gently Engage Others — “"Restoration”

Peacemaker Ministries  Resolving Conflict Series

I. Recap -The Gospel is what makes the difference in all relationships

1. Go to Higher Ground — Glorify God

1 Corinthians 10:31...whatever we do, do it all for the glory of God.

What Would Please God?

2. Get Real about Yourself — Get the Log out of My Own Eye

a.
b.

First look at self.
Learn to apologize with humility.

II. Gently Engaging Others

I11.

IV.

Galatians 6:1 ....those who are spiritual are to gently restore
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It is our calling to assist our brothers/sisters to see their sin.

Question is often “how"?

“Do not judge” — Often misused and taken out of context.

Purpose of Going — Glorify God, restore, sometimes rescue from going off
on a cliff.

Are we responsible for our brothers and sisters sin? Not ultimately, but
yes to some degree.

Gently confronting is an act of Christ-like love.

Goes against American view of “independence.”

Video - What did you hear see, think, and feel?

Some principles and how do we go to others?

1.
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In self-righteousness we are tempted to bring the smack down on
someone.

The ultimate goal is not to “confront”, but to see “restoration”.

Do NOT go in a spirit of hurt and anger.

Do NOT go in a “finger-pointing” attitude.

Go with a heart of love and redemption.

Go with gentleness, truth, and grace.

Treat the person the way you want to be treated, but do go.



V.

VI.

How Do We Go? - “Keep it as private as possible as long as possible.”

1. Step One - Go talk to the person in private. Matthew 18:15

A.
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Not by e-mail, Facebook, etc.
We may see the “what” (behavior). We do not know the “why” (motive).
Go with more questions that assertions. What was going on there?

. Give them hope in forgiveness and change.

Go see and ask - "Have I done anything to hurt you?”

. Step Two - Go with others. Matthew 18:16

It is okay to get assistance.
Not going to gang up.
Others can help if setting is too heated.

. They can notice, observe, and ask questions.

May be able to apply gentle and piercing words focused on redemption.
May be able to bring God’s Words into the situation.
("Consider as a church forming a “Peacemaking” Team."”)

How to Have a Difficult Conversation

1.

2.

“Reconciliation of the relationship” AND “resolution of the issue”.

Remember to "PAUSE"”
Prepare

Pray and seek counsel. Think about options, plan our words.
Affirm the relationship

Start by encouraging or declaring value to the relationship.
Understand each other’s interests

What is each person wanting (desiring) and seeking to accomplish.

Search for Solutions
Offer options, Godly solutions, etc.
Evaluate the options
Discuss, pray, and seek to glorify God, in the steps to be made.

VII. Application
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What did you learn from Sunday and from this lesson?

Where could you write out PAUSE and store it in order to use it in conflict?
Why is Pausing and Praying so important?

Read all of Matthew 18 if you have time and discuss the truths you see

concerning speaking the truth and the desire to restore.



